8 NOVEMBER 2010

Dear Parents

Plenty of Good News!

Over the last few weeks our students have really distinguished themselves in a whole range of activities, which I am delighted to report to you.

Creating Global Communities

In the Spring edition of “Mosaic” I reported that three of our Year 11 students had taken part in a student forum entitled “Schools Creating Global Communities”, which focused on fostering good relations between local and international students in Melbourne.  Following on from that, our three representatives were selected to join 15 other students from across Melbourne on October 20 for a second forum, to formulate recommendations and then meet with the Minister for Education, Bronwyn Pike, to present their ideas.  Our students were Cameron Liu, Emily Gibney and Ben McWiggan.  They really enjoyed this opportunity, which was a real honour for them and testimony to the excellent contribution they had made to the original forum.  Well done to them all.

Annual Art Show

Meanwhile the Annual Art Show was formally opened on October 14.  This year, as usual, the exhibition was 

staged throughout the secondary building.  Unlike previous years, this show included work by every student from Pre Prep to Year 7, along with some pieces from the after school art classes run by Mrs Kimonides.  The theme of this year’s show was “Journeys” and the quality and range of the artworks was, amazingly, even better than previous years.  Congratulations to all the students and their teachers for this wonderful event.

Inter-School Debating

On October 21 Alphington Grammar School was officially recognised as the strongest co-educational debating school in Year 9 for 2010.  That was the night of the State Debating Grand Final between Alphington and Genazzano Girls’ College.  Previously we had defeated Marcellin College in the semi-final.  In the Grand Final our team (Jawad Abidi, Shoumyaa Thanaskanda and Lewis Vatcky) argued the affirmative case that denial of the Holocaust should be considered a crime.  Unfortunately the adjudicators awarded a narrow victory to Genazzano, but our team did a great job, yet again, and by reaching the Grand Final confirmed that they were the best Year 9 debating team from a co-educational school in Victoria.  Now we are all 

eagerly looking forward to 2011 and Year 10!

Softball, Cricket and Volleyball


We have a total of 107 students from Year 5 to Year 7.  But being a small and select group doesn’t stop them from covering themselves in glory on the sporting field.  During this term students in those year levels have achieved the following:

· The Year 5 and 6 Girls’ Softball Team has reached the Eastern Region final in the State Championships by beating Balwyn North Primary.  They play Oakleigh South next week.

· The Year 7 Girls’ Softball Team has reached the EISM finals, to be played next week.

· The Year 7 Boys’ Cricket Team has reached the EISM finals, to be played next week.

· The Year 5 and 6 Boys’ Volleyball Team WON the District final, beating Ivanhoe Primary.  Unfortunately they then lost very narrowly to Eltham East Primary at Zone level.

These are marvellous achievements for our students and I congratulate them and their teachers on their success.

Valedictory Dinner

Our Year 12 class of 2010 ended their school careers in style with restrained and very good-humoured celebrations on their last day (October 20), followed by a most enjoyable Valedictory Dinner the next night at the Regal Ballroom in Northcote.  All through their last school days they displayed real maturity and consideration for the school community.  I am very pleased to say that, while some other schools may have been less than thrilled with the antics of some Year 12 students when classes finished, we felt nothing but pride.  They are now in the midst of their exams and we all wish them well.  They have been a very diligent year group and they deserve great success.

New Buildings

I’m pleased to report that both the hall and the new classroom block are on schedule for completion in time for us to occupy them from the start of Term 1 next year.  The portable classrooms are due to be removed just before Christmas.

Speech Night

I remind parents of students in Years 5 to 12 that this Year’s Speech Night takes place at Storey Hall, RMIT, on 17 November, beginning at 7pm.  You will have received a letter about this and I would point out that all students from Year 5 to Year 12 are expected to attend.

Junior School Final Assembly

All parents of Junior School students are reminded that this year’s final assembly at Preston Town Hall will be held on the afternoon of Friday November 26.  You will receive further details about this special occasion shortly, but put it in your diaries as one not to be missed.

Uniform

Now that we have passed the Cup Day holiday, I would remind all parents of the following uniform requirements:

All students:  Only summer uniform is permitted from now until the end of term.  For the rest of this year wearing of the blazer is optional.  However, students are not permitted to wear the school jumper as the outermost garment on their way to and from school.  If it’s cool enough to wear a jumper, they must wear the blazer instead.  Only the summer dress / shirt is permitted as the outermost garment in place of the blazer.  Boys are not required to wear a tie, but if they do it should be done up properly.  If they wear the new summer shirt it is to be untucked, but a plain white shirt must be tucked in.

Junior School: From now on all Junior School students must have a hat for recess and lunchtime.  No hat, no play.

Learning Support – Mrs Biden

Unfortunately Mrs Biden will not be returning to Alphington Grammar, but the Learning Support team will be evaluating each of the students she has been seeing and assessing them for either a new programme or class integration.  We thank Mrs Biden for her excellent work and wish her every success in the future.

With best wishes

Mike Smith

